ORTHLAND

Boat Builder
on a Quest to
Craft the
Pertect Canoe

By Horry HeNRY
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. Fhat will eveniually becorse a | T-lood wood and camas
YA canoe siis wpside down in Alex Comb's workshop. It is
¥ Y the centerpiece of the room and the focus of thoughit
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buikd his own wooden canoe

The canos books remarkaldy like the pleked-over rib cage of a
dect carcass, and s ceator B oguick o podnt oul that the bemt
white cedar surips thar hobd i vogether are indeed called ribs

| |1|' ko .'\-|L 51 fFagicss |1.' -:-..|||.|1|1-. = E'l.|:.|F||'.1|| J.|.||,|I.1I||||1 ol
a birch bark canoe. Comb has named his version of the design
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11 is ostlid 1oy hvear sach poetic wonds (hvw from the mouth of the
sawdiesn covered owner ol Siewan Biver Boarworks, 4 Knile Biver
company that builds wood and canvas canoes, wooden kayvaks and
classic wooden rowboss. But Comb acknowledpes that lits boats
are boih uselul cralis and works ol an
He spotred his (et wood and canvas canoe in the Boandary

Waiers in the mid- 1960 and ledl in bove, ©1 laad thai imege in ms

& CONFERENCE CENTER
Galley Restaurant and Lounge

Beautiful view of Barkers [sland Maring
Serving Breskfast. Wanch snd Dinner -

teeaal wmeld | built my fest canoe in 19727 he says, “To me i was a
remimder of the importance of a simple lide, and | wanied o create
e mysell ™

In 1979 he sarted buoilding “perpetually”™ and Sewart River
Bosagmarks |r|h.|:|||'|‘| by 1l Seewart River acar Two Hathors, was
bom. While Comb hegan with only one design, a 14-Ioot tandem
cande, toslav e crales 1] dilfesenn models

“I didn’t wami o re-imvent what was already ot there, bat |
alse recognized what was pood abowl them, 30 | bomowed some
designs thar wiere availsble and modified.” be explains

Many ol the boats are pragmatic, wilderness designs intended
[or use in the bachwosds, Comb sayvs, sddimg chat most American
oompanies design cances lor letsunely paddling

I'm not that interesied in the Sunday padidling canoes, ba |
did bring the Emily into the line lor that porpose,” he savi. "% a
beaninilul canoe. b 11 also .Jq.lq.'il[ @l ||I-\.||||||J._ et i SNornbeasieem
Minnesota,” Mo matter what the design, he wanis all ol his boats 1o
ke said. “1

look radinonal. “To me a canoe s made ol off wiood.
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bt always. knew it was a cheap fmi
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guest lor the real thing while in col
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Lary satsdaction

The idea ol building a wood and
canvas or an all-wosd canoe [esiered
with Comb lor several years, until he
Fimally .|IE|':|||:-';|_'|_| i lew |||_'=\.|:£||-| The
first three lorms were burned or
RAVER AWHEY, he IJ.|I|,:II|'\. He weml on
i build all-wood codar lapsirake
and ssmooth |-lil cedar canoes which
ke later decided were beyomd wha
hits I‘:|.|.'|\.|_'! W I1|:|'r|'l-|ln,| 1] i |
jpust concentraded om wood and can
vas,” Comb savs

That =ame traditional view
.||'||'|||-|'\1 10 hies kavak designs, which
are based om ihe Souibwestern
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While Stewan River boate [etch
Berween $3.000 and $4.000, Comb
bas adso bearnied that there ane peoplhe
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they want to build i1 themselves
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where studenits are allowed 1o create
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tubelage. O this particular day Scot
Haugen, of Minmeapaolis, & working
i an Fmily which e will ovwn alier
cight davs in the Stewart River
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“Its an amazing opporiumty ko
work with Alex.”™ Haspen savs "I'm
dedng the work and crealing some
I|1|'.Il.; [or mvsedl, B 1 have Alex
here fo guide me fio oreating a

|:|u.|l||. 1-:|-|1I1|_I

e

HILL AVENUE
DENTAI

Coamshy |1||_||.: [ ] that he i I1|III-\.|.='¢
*hands ol when It comes 1o
IRSITECTIRE his spuddenas. “1 cerainly
dont build the boat lor them, bait
thev have the wise of my ullr.'l-\.hlhlJl
anad | am there 1o ofler puidance and
demonsarate the steps needed 1o
complete the project. Its rewanding
{or them andd for me.”

Ferhaps the most rewanding
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wis buikding a boal with enginecr
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Finmish Loanguage Village mnear
Bemidp. The school had a boa
which was orginally haild in Savo
Finlamd. Becawse the hoat was [re
guently used and improperly stored
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Comb was commdssioned 1o
recreate the hoa Eising codar ||-C|.1|'|I| 5
anad oak ribs. When linished & was
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*That was my Eavorile boat,” he con
[irmms. "Bt | think the besi I s
working with Ol He was just this
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buiiln & great boat.®

Buil as |‘|.||,||'u. as he was with thai
creation and mosd ol his others
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lect camoe

here B a symmetrical, primd
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singe | was a boy and | keep trying 1o
oreaie the |HI|r.| renditbon of this
image. | know | mever will, but | am
Ejoving the el
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